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I am pleased to announce the holding of the eighth Mount Fuji Grand Prize award ceremony,
and I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations to all the esteemed recipients of this
prestigious award. I would also like to extend my gratitude and respect to everyone involved
in the organizing committee and those who contributed to the success of the Mount Fuji
Grand Prize.

Mount Fuji, the renowned peak of our country, has been cherished by the people of Japan
since ancient times. It is not an exaggeration to say that it is truly a symbol of Japan, loved
as a motif in ukiyo-e art by prominent artists such as Katsushika Hokusai and Utagawa
Hiroshige. Mount Fuji was inscribed as a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site in 2013,
because of its outstanding universal value as both a "sacred place " and a "source of artistic
inspiration”.

The "Mount Fuji Grand Prize" is a wonderful initiative that expresses the tradition and
culture of Mount Fuji through the art of tanka, a traditional Japanese poetic form. I am
confident that it not only enhances the understanding of the charm of Mount Fuji both
domestically and internationally but also contributes to a deeper appreciation and recogni-
tion of our country's nature and traditional culture.

I hope that everyone gathered here today will have the opportunity to experience the
numerous works submitted from around the world and share the allure of Mount Fuji. I
extend my heartfelt congratulations once again to the award recipients and wish everyone
here good health and continued success.

KAMIKAWA Yoko
Minister for Foreign Affairs Member of the House of Representatives

February 4, Reiwa 6 (2024)
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My warmest congratulations to all the recipients of the 8th Mount Fuji Grand Prize. I would
also like to express my sincere gratitude and respect to everyone involved in the prepara-
tions for this prize, particularly Fumio Shishino, chairman of the Mount Fuji Nature Culture
Information Center, and Ken Noguchi, chairman of the Mount Fuji Club NPO.

Since ancient times, Mount Fuji has been a source of inspiration, celebrated in poetry and
art, and revered as a sacred object of worship, serving as a spiritual pillar of our nation. The
tradition of portraying Mount Fuji in tanka poetry, an integral aspect of our cultural heritage,
has deep historical roots. As an illustration, within the Manyoshu, the text from which the
"Reiwa" era name was taken, one can find a poem authored by Yamabe no Akahito express-
ing profound admiration upon encountering the majestic presence of Mount Fuji.

The "Mount Fuji Grand Prize," which uses tanka to convey the beauty of Mount Fuji, not only
fosters familiarity with the iconic mountain but also evokes reflections on our country's
history and culture. I hope that the many works submitted from both within and outside our
borders will build an ever-more impressive showcase of the charm of our nation before the
world.

In closing, allow me to offer my wishes for the prosperity and well-being of everyone
gathered here today, and extend once more my congratulations to the award recipients.

Minoru Kiuchi
Member, House of Representatives
Former Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee

February 4, Reiwa 6 (2024)
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where [ first saw
its beauty

a tiny

Mt. Fuji

on a postage stamp
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Susan Burch, USA
T AN

gazing at Mount Fuji painting
in my dream

Mount Fuji seeing me

[ wake up and become

the snail

BOFPELLOBRER N TOVSLELNRSHLOTRIIBED DL T -7

Ken Sawitri, Indonesia
{vEreT

for a moment

from the train window
Mt. Rainier in snow

as if that could solve
all the world's problems

bTHOOHAEDENLRASTO L —=T L—¥ROLTOMBEELRERL T{NELH)

Michael Dylan Welch, USA
T A7



cross-stitched stars

over the snow-clad Mt. Fuji
in deep blue hour

grandma starts to knot

her final string of breath

FEXrTBL BT LOLORGEOE HATHOERICRI LIZILHREND—B T L

Lakshmi Iyer, India
A F

Hokusais Fuji

wrapped in Prussian blue.

von Siebold gave him the colour.
He came from Franconia

just like me.
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Cornelia Rossberg, Germany
A

a grey heron

eyes an old golden koi

in the distance

the rumbling call

of Fujisan clouds

TAYFHEHREICBELZ ST TS ELELOEORTHIHIAS
Richard L Matta, USA
T AN

remember the lyrics

of elementary school song
I see the Mt. Fuji

with white cloud

on the top

BIZFHICWELLELELTROEL 250 FRK

Atsuko Sugiyama, Japan

B A



[ wonder endlessly
through a forest of words
as many as

the leaves on the trees
to pick up word by word

ARADEDEIIBNSETEORER T HE) —BHRL T

Kimiko Miyahara, Japan
B
Going-to-the-Sun*
supernaturally draws us
to its rocky brink---
legendary Napi’s launch pad
thrusts us with him—Godward!
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Richard St. Clair, USA
T A7

on hawk mountain

[ see you, wings open

riding autumn air

up, down, sideways

in the white-blue sky
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HMITAP D S LEZOFERIELR TS
Marilyn Shoemaker Hazelton, USA
T A

every night

[ wander mountain trails

following

your whistling tune

through winter bare trees

BREAIGLEEZI F LI RORAROMERT T S L /-00E0M Tl ) 1745

Marilyn Humbert, Australia
F—X 2T



how many times

I reached the top

on mountain paths

I realized that this trip
is to oneself

HBE L F#Eo TREENLYFNAD—ZORIZBE~NORLDIZLIES 12

Dan C. Iulian, Romania
W—==7

The snowy peak steals

my breath under the mountain.
My voice goes upward.

I'm the snow melting away
while the silence just binds us.

LOBTENRLIAEOLE £ HIF 5 REARITZTOL ) Th Y
BRI LA LRV 5

Amir Kapetanovi¢, Croatia
79T FT

mountain pine

the weight

of the shadow

I, too

can feel it in my steps

WLIZBELDHEDEI ZBVRVRESFLDOUNICAFDEI TR LIRS

Stefanie Bucifal, Germany
MA Y
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wailing winds and ailing streams
the mountains stand unmoved
silent witnesses to footprints
weeping their testimonies

into the passing clouds

MEYSRLIRA TOBN—LIEIRNSEICET A RENEEOH N T EEETH Y

RELRATS Pitamber Kaushi, India
N

as | climb

the face of the mountain

I hold fast

to the flimsiest of stalks
and dreams of immortality

VNI BEER) U LEDELVELRROEBBICL -2 L2005

Michael H. Lester, USA
T A1) 71

part way up

the mountain of grief

I stop and look back

at the valley of loss

then begin to climb again

HFHOZL—RBRF TULLEILYRYEIREDEELRATALABEVE B S

Joy McCall, UK
1 F1) %
summit meeting
backpack here they all are
measuring the snow
the mountain under the blows
ice ax cries its last drops

WTRICEF ABLREZELILLTOERIZRALOTE v 7IILICE TR I NS0T
RED—BDOREEEZFL L Tl
Anne-Marie Joubert-Gaillard, France
77 R



whenever lonely,

in need, or just to chat
I called on my Dad

he was my best friend

my mountain of solace

RLUVEF BB 5t - XeE LAVERIIVW D X 2K
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Genie Nakano, USA
T AN

at the top

of a winding mountain path

[ greet

a day moon, birdsong

and my shadow

TBLETHI ) A -7 LELZ B RIEABRE LT L5BORAICBEDI 2 F 1) I
Z L TRODOEC
Chen-ou Liu, Canada

ekl

I climb the mountain
I climb it earnestly
climbing is my joy
and it’s my purpose
in life.

W& S AT 6F5%5 BLZIIROBRUIARD B

[kuyo Okamoto, Japan

B AR
[s there any

room for sentiment?---

Laughing mountain,

you do not know me,

be kind to a soul

RBAGISERN S5 HY) 607

KoTwdbhd EFEARZEEL T BLILTLCAETY

Ernesto P. Santiago, Greece
o+



now is the time

I look up at Mount Rainier
Tacoma's Fuji

which rises sharply in outline
against the wide-open sky

ROBIBALOHYVENC S ITEL 5L —=Tlidd

Y. I. Smith, USA
T AN

losing my footing

every now and then

on this mountain

but still I climb

one step closer to the stars

B O TR EABLINT TERILFFEDIT> TS FHLE~N—FEH DK

Lesley Anne Swanson, USA
T A7

soft snow covers

path up grim Shousanji * with footprints
of one before me

now shallowed by fresh snowfall

how faint how far everything seems

Z5HWEHR LVIREOEIBILFAROB 5\ 2 ADBHOK S 1LiE %
Fo TV THLALEL TEDN DL

K.M. Tan, Japan
B A

first of all

“I looked at Mt. Fuji”
says my grandson

who arrived from Osaka
by Super Express Nozomi

RRLY [OZFH] ISR TEFLF RWTV [ LRAL]

Hiroko Suzuki, Japan
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snow clouds over

the lofty mountain’s
tranquility

[ hear a thousand cranes
proclaim our urgent need

FEENGLOBREE > (WS FPLOBIRERLEITTBL
Hazel Hall

upon reaching

the top of the mountain
of enlightenment

I find I have still as yet
the mountain to climb

BYDOWMDTEEISEL TTF CIRRICIEZFLEESNZT LS 5 UG h - 7-

Susan Mary Wade, UK
1F1) R

Mount Fuji -

['m on the other side

of the planet

but in my daydreams I
climbed it so many times

BELL-COEDORRICAIIES TLtABS TRIIRELETAL

Vasile Moldovan, Romania
N—==7

climbing a mountain

in the lone glare of mist
the sound of cowbells
elevates a spring serenade
on my spiritual journey

BOXLLVEEOFZLIZENILA TNILDFHSRDSDOIKIC
HEDOELF—TFTE2R5TTLANS
Goran Gatalica, Croatia
79T FT



even on this mountain
sorrow never leaves

how it drifts

through the tawny tundra
sowing its hard, shiny seeds

COLDETIAHBLAITRLTELT —ZOEESEEZHF I LAD
FWHEDREFEMELH TE L E) 2D
Dru Philippou, USA
TANA

under a dark cloud

the sun glides down the mountain
to horizon

like Little Prince

[ love the owl light

BEOT CTIIKREALERYEY THPFRANBOEZTHOL ) ISRILERY 227

Silva Trstenjak, Croatia

. ey Jga T FT
Sirens are wailing 7

in the Ukrainian sky

as bombs keep falling
images of Mount Fuji

hang upon the shelter's walls

V7 A FOEITHA L) BOREAF LRI T OB L FIC

BELOENL 2L —DREICE - T 5 ) _
Keith A. Simmonds, France

77 /R

today, I'm the fog
overshadowing this world
while the light fades

the top of Fuji-San
makes me illusory real

S RECORRICHEERLTHLAIFZT YD MICELLOTREIIRE

#EHEOEAEICLTLEH
Dubravko Korbus, Croatia

79T FT



climbing

heading west

tears

seem so close

the sunset is so beautiful

EEHLTEY DORIITATICEHLCRASBERIEIIALITEXRL W

Nani Mariani, Australia
=X b+ZYT

through the clothesline
wind from the mountains -
the moon

waning and waxing

in the plum tree in bloom

YT LMEBRLLANLOR BIIRRO%RL 7 7LOKRICHEERITEZ LT

Steliana Cristina Voicu, Romania
N—==7

Unforgettable

what it means to me -

Mount Fuji reflected

in the lake, surrounded by

the colours of a rainbow

RIL > TENSA L DDEMN LN N—EEDRLD D55 F Lo # IS8R > T /-

Willemina Preif, Germany
pilot smiles happily P
Mt. Fuji is carpeted by flowers
hopes and dreams of visitors
can be realized?

all up to the weather forecast
N oy MEIFELE ) TRED—TRORBEITE LN E L L—
BAEOMFCHF AR L TRELLEDLEL I 1072

ZTNERATRRE T
T MK Dragica Ohashi, Japan

B AR



a wild Orchid
or just a weed
on the trail

I wonder

what kind I am

WEBICEZA TV SDIIFEOHEINL L - OB E X TRITCE LS9 ?

Lucky Triana, Indonesia
AV FATT

the fall afternoon

my grandfather so close to
Mount Fuji again

he looks at the first photo

he just received from Honshu

HKOFHIHERIIBUVELLZRBVWERD LBV RWODEEIZRAANS
Urszula Marciniak, Poland
RK=7 2 F
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